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RECENT CASES. 

Carriers — Injuries to Passengers — Depot Platforms. — Pittsburg, C, 
C. & St. L. Ry. Co. v. Harris, 77 N. E. 1051 (Ind.).— In an action for injuries 
to a passenger by falling on an icy depot platform, instructions requiring the 
carrier to exercise the highest degree of care consistent with the operation of 
its railroad in providing reasonably safe means for passengers to enter and 
depart from its cars and depot, and declaring that a carrier of passengers is 
held to the highest degree of care in taking aboard and discharging passen- 
gers, and is liable for the slightest neglect, etc., held, were erroneous, as 
imposing too high a degree of care. 

Common carriers of passengers are required to do all that human sagacity 
and foresight can do under the circumstances, in view of the character and 
mode of conveyance adopted, to prevent accidents to passengers and are 
responsible for any — even the slightest — negligence, Diabola v. Manhattan 
Ry. Co., 8 N. Y. Supp. 334; Baltimore <S-» O. R. Co. v. Wightman, 26 Am. 
Rep. 384. The above cases would seem to impose a higher degree of care 
than the one digested. However Chicago <S-» N. W. Ry. Co. v. Scates, 90 111- 
586 holds that a railroad company is bound to do no more than to provide a 
suitable platform, approaches, etc., at its depots and stations, and use ordi- 
nary care. There are always arising a multitude of cases on the subject but 
the prevailing view seems to be in harmony withjthis case. It is more logical 
and consistent with sound reasoning. To require a railroad company to exer 
cise this highest degree of care in keeping their station platforms and 
approaches for the use of passengers in boarding and alighting from trains 
would be manifest injustice, Louisville <S-» N. R. Co. v. Cockerel, 33 S. W. 
407. 

Carriers — Street Railroads — Mistake in Transfer. — Georgia Ry. & 
Electric Co. v. Baker, 54 S. 639 (Ga.). — Held, that the conductor of the sec- 
ond car must at his peril determine the right of the passengers to ride upon 
the transfer, notwithstanding it does not upon its face show such right. 

The franchise of the street railway company may, or may not, require 
the company to issue transfers to its passengers, but in both cases their effect 
is the same. Indiana R. Co. v. Hoffman, 161 Ind. 573. The object of the 
transfer being to secure an additional passage, upon its face it must clearly 
indicate what that passage shall be. Tawshe v. Tacoma R., etc., Co., 70 Pac. 
118 (Wash.). 

Against this view and, it seems, with the better reason, it is maintained 
that the transfer is conclusive as to the right of the passenger to ride upon 
the second car. Frederick v. Marquette, etc., R. Co., 37 Mich. 342; Norton 
v. Consolidated Ry. Co., 79 Conn. 109; Baldwin's Am. R. R. Law, p. 292. 
Clearly there is a conflict of rights. Towns end v. New York, etc., R. Co., 56 
N. Y. 295, The passenger has a sufficient remedy upon breach of contract. 
Mosher v. St. Louis, etc., R. Co., 127 U. S. 390. To confine him to this 
relief would only enforce the rights of the company ; Bradshaw v. South 
Boston R. Co., 135 Mass. 407; and respect the element of public interest 
involved. Pennsylvania R. Co. v. Connell, 112 111. 295. See Comment ante- 



